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What I am going to talk about today

• The Project

• There were German POWs at Yatesbury

• What were they doing?

• Identifying the camp’s location





Yatesbury – the aerodrome..







RFC Yatesbury Community Project 

Organised by Finding the Forgotten
in partnership with the Wilts Arch Field Group

WITH:

• Yatesbury History Society – especially Gordon Chivers
• Trowbridge Metaldetecting Club
• Young WAHNS
• Cherhill Scouts
• Archaeological Surveys Ltd
• Lots of interested individuals – especially Bob Clarke, Jon 

Sanigar and Keith Rothery



Fieldwalking and metaldetecting



Test pitting







Not many sub surface remains



But lots of cool finds….



Evidence of the German POWs









The German POWs arrive October 
1916



Pow camp add reference



Camp under construction April 1917



Construction of the General Service Sheds

Tented accommodation





Contravening the Hague Convention

Prisoners may be used to work for the public 
service or for private persons, but shall have no 
connection with the operations of the war

Hague Convention: Laws and Customs of War on Land (Hague IV), 18 Oct 1907



Finding the location of the POW camp



Potential location in the context of the aerodrome



How can we identify a First World War 
POW camp

Our vision is clouded by preconceptions of POW 
camps – eg the Great Escape

• Compare and contrast descriptions of the camp and images

• Identify:
– Guarding features
– Features associated with POWs
– Material culture

• Associations and in-direct references to the location of the camp



Comparing the Red Cross Report with 
aerial photographs

• 150 square yards 

• Grid pattern with streets, paths and board 
walks  

• Garden beds – Vegetables and flowers

• Recreation field 

• 69 Armstrong huts in the camp, 

• Other buildings including latrines, ablution 
blocks, kitchen, etc….









Recreation ground





Associations and in-direct references

Identifying the water supply and a 
sewage problem







Identifying the location of the POW 
camp through its sewage……

Wiltshire Times and the Calne Rural 
District Council minutes 



Sketch map by Gordon Chivers







Identifying the POW camp through its 
material culture







We found 
German stuff





Future work…. Who were the 
prisoners?


