Fitting the pieces together of the Great
War POW camp at Yatesbury
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Dan Miles, Wiltshire First World War Conference



What | am going to talk about today

* The Project

* There were German POWs at Yatesbury
 What were they doing?

* |dentifying the camp’s location
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Yatesbury the aerodrome..







1916-18. Yatesbury. RE.8. & an Avro getting mixed up. G.K Chivers

The Horace, W.C. Smith. Collegtion. y 1918. Yatesbury. Bristol Fighter




RFC Yatesbury Community Project

Organised by Finding the Forgotten
in partnership with the Wilts Arch Field Group

WITH:

* Yatesbury History Society — especially Gordon Chivers
* Trowbridge Metaldetecting Club

* Young WAHNS

* Cherhill Scouts

* Archaeological Surveys Ltd

* Lots of interested individuals — especially Bob Clarke, Jon
Sanigar and Keith Rothery



Fieldwalking and metaldetecting















But lots of cool finds....




T v

Evidence of the German POWs
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The German POWs arrive October
1916




PRISONERS OF WAR EMPLOYMENT
COMMITTEE.

{ i Ngmber of
‘ prisoners of
. war
Name of camp. Nature of work. e
"f %
| 5| 2
™1 6
WAR OFFICE.
AYVIATION.
Castle Bromwich | Aerodrome ... e} 105
Yateshury A % ) | 369%
Coal Aston 2 w.| 398
S. Carlton,Monk's ,, .| 220
Abbey.
Cove. ... S ) ws| 12801 oo,
Radford ... e s e [479
Martlesham 5 o ool 172
Heath. |
Mill Hill 5 | 299
Dalmellington ... » | B9} ...
Queensferry ... Aircraft  acceptance | ... | 235
park.
Halton Park ...| Acrodrome ... .| 600
Northfield, Bir- | - o 248
mingham, -
3,086 T4
h—.-ﬂ,......
| 3.800



Camp under construction April 1917
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Tented accommodatlon R
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Construction of the General Service Sheds







Contravening the Hague Convention

Prisoners may be used to work for the public
service or for private persons, but shall have no
connection with the operations of the war

Hague Convention: Laws and Customs of War on Land (Hague IV), 18 Oct 1907



Finding the location of the POW camp




Potential location in the context of t e aerodrome




How can we identify a First World War
POW camp

Our vision is clouded by preconceptions of POW
camps — eg the Great Escape

 Compare and contrast descriptions of the camp and images

e I|dentify:
— Guarding features
— Features associated with POWs
— Material culture

* Associations and in-direct references to the location of the camp



Comparing the Red Cross Report with
aerial photographs

150 square yards

Grid pattern with streets, paths and board
walks

Garden beds — Vegetables and flowers
Recreation field
69 Armstrong huts in the camp,

Other buildings including latrines, ablution
blocks, kitchen, etc....



* “allotments










Recreation ground






Associations and in-direct references

ldentifying the water supply and a
sewage problem










ldentifying the location of the POW
camp through its sewage......

Wiltshire Times and the Calnhe Rural
District Council minutes



Sketch map by Gordon Chivers
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Open sewage
trenches or leach

x "possible ba#






ldentifying the POW camp through its
material culture
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